
Infrastructure Policies 

1. Primary Healthcare 

Health facilities in Ashtead comprise, Ashtead Private Hospital, two GP surgeries at Gilbert House 

and St Stephens, two Dental practices, the Arch and Tudor House, eight Residential Care and three 

Nursing Care homes. Many of these facilities are close to capacity, with demand increasing due to 

gradually rising and aging population. 

Policy AS-Inf1: Improving Health Facilities 
Development proposals to expand primary care provision in Ashtead including any private medical 

services will be supported, provided the design and scale of the proposals is compatible with the 

character and amenities of the location. This will include permitting change of use of residential 

and/or commercial premises to support primary care provision where these proposed new facilities 

are in accessible locations which would meet local demand. 

 

2. Improve Pedestrian Access at New Developments 

There are many narrow roads with little or no paved walkways in Ashtead. These lanes are also 

poorly lit and present a hazard to pedestrian use. Some roads may not be wide enough to provide 

even a narrow footpath without affecting property boundaries. 

Policy AS-Inf2: Pedestrian Access 
New developments will be encouraged to adjust property boundaries at the road frontage to enable 

improved pedestrian footpaths to be provided where possible and where it is keeping with the area. 

 

3. Open Spaces and Sports Fields 

In 2007, MVDC undertook an assessment of all open space, sports and recreation facilities in the 

District. The sports and recreation grounds designated as Strategic Open Space in the Built–Up Areas 

in Ashtead are: 

 Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field (formerly known as Ashtead Recreation Ground), that 

comprises a playground for small children, a skate park, netball courts, tennis courts and 

three football pitches. 

 Ashtead Cricket Ground in Woodfield Lane, that also includes a Bowling Green 

 Three school playing fields: Parsons Mead, The Greville Primary and West Ashtead Primary. 

Since this designation, Parsons Mead has ceased to be a school but the playing field remains. 

It is now in the care of Ashtead Cricket Club and Ashtead Football Club, and is used as their 

junior ground. 

Other sporting facilities in Ashtead comprise: 

 Tennis courts and squash courts in Ashtead Squash and Tennis Club off Skinners Lane.  



 School sports playing fields at City of London Freemen’s School, St Andrew’s and St Peter’s 

Catholic Schools, and Downsend Preparatory School. 

All these sporting facilities are popular and well used by local residents and schools. There are 

insufficient public playing areas for sport within the village. There is also a lack of provision for 

children and young people but various sports clubs are endeavouring to overcome this by using 

school sports facilities at weekends and by using facilities outside the village. Specific examples are: 

 Ashtead Football club reports that despite using every possible playing area in the village, 

the club is unable to host all their teams in Ashtead. 

 Ashtead Cricket Club, due to its size also utilises the ground at Parsons Mead.  

There is no obvious space for new sports and recreation facilities within the built-up area. However, 

outdoor sports pitches are already acceptable in the Green Belt as a matter of principle, depending 

on design issues. Protection of existing school sports facilities is covered in Section 4.4. 

 

4. School Access 

Access to Ashtead’s schools is a significant problem as they are located on narrow roads in 

residential areas and, while School Travel Plans attempt to alleviate the problems for residents, 

congestion and parking difficulties are a source of constant concern, particularly at school arrival and 

departure times. Particular examples are at the entrance to Barnett Wood Infant school on Barnett 

Wood Lane, Greville Primary School along Stonny Croft, and at Downsend, St Andrews and St Peter’s 

schools on Grange Road and West Ashtead School on Taleworth Road. 

No additional policy needed, as already covered by existing planning policies. 

5. Pedestrian Crossings 

There is a lack of designated pedestrian crossings across the busy A24 north of Ashtead Village 

shopping area up to the boundary with Epsom and Ewell. At a minimum, we would request that SCC 

provide a designated crossing across the A24 between Bramley Way and Craddocks Avenue, and 

reduce the speed limit from 40mph to 30mph to improve pedestrian safety. 

No NDP policy required as this is a SCC responsibility. 

6. Community Assets 

There are a number of buildings in Ashtead that are well used and provide significant  benefit to the 

local community. These buildings are well used by local residents, with APMH and St Michael’s 

Church Hall facilities in particular often fully booked many months in advance. The library is in 

regular use by all age groups and provides an important service to the local community.  

 Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall (APMH), Woodfield lane 

 The public library, Woodfield Lane 

 Ashtead Football Clubhouse, Barnett Wood Lane 

 Ashtead Youth Centre, Barnett Wood Lane 

 The Scout Hall, Woodfield 



 The Guide Hall, Barnett Wood Lane 

 Ashtead cricket pavilion, Woodfield Lane 

 Ashtead cricket club pavilion, Ottways Lane 

 Ashtead Squash and Tennis clubhouse, Skinners Lane 

 St Michael’s Church Hall, Woodfield Lane 

 St George’s Church Hall, Barnett Wood Lane 

 Ashtead Baptist Church, Barnett Wood Lane 

 St Giles Church Hall (“The Dell” - under construction), Park Road 

The list includes private member clubs that are available for hire by local community groups and 

exclude any commercial premises. 

Policy AS-Inf3: Valued Community Facilities 
Any proposals that result in the loss of the valued communities named above will be resisted unless 
it can be proved that there is no longer any need for those facilities, as set out in Policy CS17 of the 
Mole Valley Core Strategy 2009. 
Proposals that result in the expansion or improvement of existing valued community facilities to 

meet local demand will be supported, provided the design and scale of the proposals is compatible 

with the character and amenities of the location. 

 

7. Community Infrastructure Levy  

Mole Valley District Council is in the process of introducing a Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), 

which is expected to be in place before this Neighbourhood Development Plan is adopted.   

Under the Community Infrastructure Levy (Amendment) Regulations 2013, once the NDP is adopted, 

25% of CIL receipts arising from development within the Ashtead Neighbourhood Area are to be 

spent in consultation with the community, to deliver projects which address local infrastructure 

needs.   

7.1 Local Projects 

The following policy lists priorities identified through the evidence gathered for this NDP, to inform 

future decisions about how the neighbourhood portion should be spent. 

Policy AS-Inf4: Infrastructure Priorities 
The following projects are identified as local priorities for infrastructure improvements, which 
should be considered by MVDC, in consultation with the Ashtead community, for funding through 
the neighbourhood portion of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL): 

 Improve signage to public car parks such as at Grove Road and adjacent to Ashtead Peace 
Memorial Hall, to encourage use of car parks and minimise on-street parking. 

 Install Real Time Passenger Information at the following bus stops in the village: on the 
north side of The Street and on both sides of Barnett Wood Lane, by Ashtead Pond. 

 Improvements to pedestrian access on narrow roads with no paved footpaths, where 
consultation with local residents suggests that this would be supported and where there 
would not be an adverse impact on the character of the area.   

 Projects to promote and improve safe cycling routes, taking a holistic view of cycle links both 



within Ashtead and to Epsom and Leatherhead town centres and schools.  

 Provide public toilet facilities adjacent to the Queen Elizabeth II Playing Field, either at the 
Old Pavilion off Greville Park Road or near the Youth Centre. 

 Provide a pedestrian crossing over the A24 at or near the junctions of Farm Lane and Bramly 
Way. 

 

Traffic congestion is a problem in the village due to the high use of cars, narrow roads and lanes and 

parking in the roads either of necessity or by commuters using the station.   

Although the bus routes serving Ashtead are only able to run along the main roads through the 

village, encouragement for more to use them could help relieve some of the pressure on the roads 

during the day.  Installation of Real Time Passenger Information displays at the two stops by Ashtead 

Pond, and on the north side of The Street would be of benefit to those already using the buses but 

could possibly persuade non-users to have some confidence in using the system.  

Narrow roads and lanes and a lack of footpaths along many roads may be found in Ashtead. CIL 

money from new developments could be used to help enhance footpath connections wherever the 

opportunity arises and where it is in keeping with the character of the area.   

To help alleviate the pressure on the roads due to high car use, there is a need to improve and 

extend the present cycle routes, and particularly to encourage safe cycling to schools. 

The Infrastructure Report identifies a lack of public toilet facilities at the Queen Elizabeth II Playing 

Field which is a well-used recreational facility serving the village. 

It is recognised that new issues and opportunities may emerge during the lifetime of the NDP, and 

this policy should not preclude consideration of other infrastructure projects which have local 

community support.   

The existing Mole Valley Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) July 2015 includes the following specific 

items which are relevant to the Ashtead area: 

 Congestion: SCC’s Local transport Strategy 2014 identifies Craddocks Avenue between A24 

Epsom Road and Barnett Wood Lane, the A24 between Woodfield Lane and the Knoll 

Roundabout as locations requiring improvements to reduce congestion.  This is in line with 

MVDC’s Transport Evaluation and both locations are already mentioned in the Transport 

section of the NDP report. 

 Public transport: The Local Transport Strategy also includes District-wide improvements to 

the bus network (including RTPI1) which is also identified in the Transport section of the 

NDP. 

 Cycling: The Mole Valley Cycle Forum has published a list of Priorities for Cycle Routes in 

March 2012 (see link: http://www.mvcf.org.uk/assets/documents/cyclepriorities ). The 

locations they identify in the Ashtead area are: 

o to improve the Barnett Wood Lane/Kingston Road approaches to Therfield (not sure 

if this includes the Ashtead end of Barnett Wood Lane, as there is already a cycle 

track here, but it would obviously improve connections for Ashtead-based students) 
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o Potential for improved cycle/pedestrian connections along Linden Pit Path between 

Leatherhead and Lower Ashtead. 

The IDP also includes the proposed expansion of Barnett Wood Infant School to become a through 

primary school.  However, it was announced by Surrey County Council in September 2015 that this 

project is no longer scheduled to take place. 

7.2 MVDC Infrastructure Needs Assessment 

MVDC is also preparing a separate ‘Infrastructure Needs Assessment’, the purpose of which is: 

 To identify the infrastructure needs that are important to local communities, using evidence 

gathered through community engagement;  

 To help prioritise Community Infrastructure Levy funding. 

The scope of the assessment will include:  

 Focus on local infrastructure needs  

 A broad range of infrastructure requirements  

 Give local communities a say in infrastructure planning  

 Complement wider strategic infrastructure studies 

At the time of preparing this report, it is planned to undertake initial public consultation for the 

Infrastructure Needs Assessment towards the end of 2015.  This document will feed into that 

process, to provide evidence of local needs in Ashtead. 

 

 


