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This document is based on Mole Valley District Council’s (MVDC) District-wide Sustainability 

Appraisal and sets out baseline and trend information illustrating the current state and quality 
of life in Ashtead.  It provides the basis to identify sustainability issues.   

As defined by the International Institute for Sustainable Development, sustainable 
development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  It contains within it two key concepts: 

 the concept of needs, in particular the essential needs of the world’s poor, to which 
overriding priority should be given 

 the idea of limitations imposed by the state of technology and social organization on 
the environment’s ability to meet present and future needs. 

Much of the baseline information used in this report is from the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) database of the 2011 and 2001 censuses.  The ONS data for Ashtead are a 

consolidation of the census data for each of Ashtead’s three Council Wards: Ashtead 

Common, Ashtead Park and Ashtead Village.  There are a number of indicators for which 
baseline data are not obtainable at Ashtead level and alternative indicators have been sought, 

mainly the data available at Mole Valley level. 

Other information in this document has been supplied by MVDC and Government bodies, or is 

the result of findings from research and surveys conducted by Ashtead Community Vision 

(ACV) in Ashtead.  
 

Ashtead’s Population 

Ashtead’s total population in 2011 was 14,169, an increase of 676 people since 2001. The 

table below shows the population breakdown by age and compares it with the 2001 figures. 

Age  Ashtead % of total   Ashtead % of total   Change 

band 2001 population   2011 population   2011/2001 

              number % 

                  

 under 16 2,630 19%   2,802 20%   172 7% 

16-24 1,080 8%   1,136 8%   56 5% 

25-34 1,236 9%   1,042 7%   -194 -16% 

35-44 1,989 15%   2,006 14%   17 1% 

45-54 2,040 15%   2,168 15%   128 6% 

55-64 1,668 12%   1,928 14%   260 16% 

65-74 1,304 10%   1,482 10%   178 14% 

75+ 1,546 11%   1,605 11%   59 4% 

Total 13,493     14,169     676  5% 
Source: ONS 

In the 10 years between each census, the most significant growth in Ashtead’s population 

was in the 55+ age band, which increased by 497 people (73% of the overall increase of 676 
residents).  Detailed projections of the 2011 census population figures to 2026, indicate that 

the 75+ age group in Ashtead is likely to rise by 86% to 2,984 from the 2011 figure of 1,605. 

The other area of greatest change was in the under 16s, leading to some of the current 
pressure on nursery and school places.  The figures show that residents tend to leave the 

village between the ages of 25-34 and numbers only return to significant growth in the 45-54 
age band.  The pattern of population growth in the 10 years between the two censuses, 

indicates that Ashtead has an ageing population. 



Neighbourhood Development Plan: Ashtead - Baseline Sustainability Appraisal 

Document issued 31st December 2014     

The table below compares Ashtead’s population growth and 2011 age demographic with Mole 

Valley District (MV).   

Age band % share of 2011 

population       

Ashtead              MV          

2011/2001 change in 

population             

Ashtead                MV           

Under-16 20% 19% 7% 3% 

16-24 8% 9% 5% 14% 

25-34 7% 9% -16% -12% 

35-44 14% 14% 1% -4% 

45-54 15% 15% 6% 11% 

55-64 14% 13% 15% 14% 

65-74 10% 10% 14% 14% 

75+ 11% 10% 4% 17% 

Total   5% 6% 

             Source: ONS 

The figures show that while Ashtead’s age band demographics and overall population growth 
are broadly in line with Mole Valley as a whole, there are some differences in the rates of 

population growth for each age group:   

 The under-16s grew at a faster rate than Mole Valley District, while the 16-24 age band 
increased at a much lower rate.   

 In both the District and Ashtead, the 25-34 age band demographic dropped by 12% and 
16% respectively.   

 The decline in population continued in the District’s 35-44 age group while in Ashtead 
there was a very slight increase.  The growth pattern switches in the 45-54 age 

demographic, which shows a higher increase in the District than in Ashtead. 

 The final large difference in the growth figures is in the 75+ age group, which grew by 
only 4% in Ashtead but increased by 17% in Mole Valley.  

Overall, District-wide and in Ashtead, the under-55 age group increased by 2% between the 
two census years.  Against this, the population in the 55+ age demographic increased by 

11% in Ashtead and 15% in Mole Valley showing that the ageing population is the pattern 

District-wide. 

The following pages provide Ashtead’s baseline sustainability within the 19 sustainability 

criteria used by MVDC. 
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ASHTEAD’S  BASELINE SUSTAINABILITY SHOWN BY MOLE VALLEY’S NUMBERED CRITERIAA 

1. To provide sufficient housing to enable people to live in a home suitable to their 
needs and which they can afford. 

In 2011, the population was split across 5,639 households compared to 5,440 in 2001.  
Ashtead’s housing stock profile is biased towards larger houses that are predominantly 

detached and semi-detached (combined 80% of stock).  Occupancy levels show that 60% of 
homes have only 1 or 2 household members. 

  

83% of Ashtead homes are owner-occupied with 54% of those homes mortgage-free.  These 
figures are broadly in line with Mole Valley District where 74% of homes are owner-occupied 

of which 53% are mortgage-free. 
 

The private rental market at 8% of households is at the same level as the combined figure 

for social rented/shared ownership households.    These tenure rates are lower than Mole 
Valley District where 12% of housing is in the private rental sector and 13% in social 

rented/shared ownership.  
 

Ashtead Dwelling type 2011 

%  

of total  

       

Total  h'holds 5,639    

Detached 2,679 47.5%  

Semi-detached 1,812 32.1%  

Terraced 369 6.5%  

Flats 773 13.7%  

Non-permanent (e.g. 
caravans 6 0.1%  

                             Source: ONS 

Ashtead  
Dwellings by Tenure 2011  Ashtead Household 2011 % of 

    Occupancy    total 

           

Total households 5,639  Total h'holds 5,639   

Owned outright 45.1%  One person 1,416 25.1% 

Owned with mortgage/loan 37.9%  2 persons 1,997 35.4% 

Shared ownership 0.4%  3 persons 893 15.8% 

Social rented 8.1%  4 persons 940 16.7% 

Private rented 7.6%  5 persons 298 5.3% 

Living rent-free 1.0%  6 persons 85 1.5% 

Source: ONS   7 persons 7 0.1% 

   8+ persons 3 0.1% 
             Source: ONS 

Of the total 2011 population, just under 2% of people (245) were living in communal 
establishments such as educational facilities and residential care homes. 
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a. Ashtead-based households on MVDC’s Housing Register 

Ashtead-based Households on the Housing Register: October 2014 

 

No. of bedrooms required: 1 bed 2 bed 3 bed Total 

 

Band 1 

 

3  

 

0 

 

2 

 

5 
 

Band 2 

 

1 

 

2 

 

4 

 

7 
 

Band 3 

 

20 

 

16 

 

8 

 

44 
 

Total dwellings required 

 

24 

 

18 

 

14 

 

56 
      Source MVDC 

Housing need is assessed through the Housing Allocation Scheme and below is a brief 

description of some of the determining factors in Housing Register Band classification.  
The shortage of available accommodation in Mole Valley means that, unless a household 

is classified in the Band 1 category, there is very little likelihood of their being 
housed/rehoused. 

Band 1: Exceptional Need – 7 itemised determinants in total, of which some are:  

 households who cannot occupy their current accommodation because of a medical 

problem or disability (whose existing premises cannot be adapted);  
 household members at risk of domestic violence or racial harassment;  

 people whose existing property has been deemed hazardous;  

 households subject to compulsory purchase;  

 other cases recognised as exceptional and/or emergency. 

 

Band 2: High Need – 18 itemised determinants, of which some are: 

 households with an urgent or high need to move for medical or welfare reasons; 

 victims of anti-social behaviour, harassment, abuse or hate crime where life is not in 

immediate danger;  

 vulnerable applicants retiring from jobs with tied accommodation;  

 applicants with dependent children living in a bedsit or one-bed accommodation; 

 vulnerable applicants being discharged from the British Armed Forces. 

   
Band 3: Medium/Low Need – 14 itemised determinants, of which some are: 

 households with dependent children sharing facilities with non-household members; 

 households with members whose health may be improved through relocation; 

 households who need to move on welfare grounds  including giving or receiving care 

or support;  

 qualifying current and former British Armed Forces households;  

 households living in accommodation that has been assessed as being in disrepair.  
  
 

b. Needs associated with ageing population. 
 

The projected level of increase in the elderly population shown on page 1 will have a 
serious impact on health care provision, including residential care facilities, which even at 

existing levels is already close to capacity.   There is also under-provision of warden-
supported accommodation if this level of elderly residents is to be catered for (see (e) 

below). 

c. Housing needs 
 

The level of increase in the elderly population, combined with the findings from a Housing 
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and Green Belt survey carried out by ACV to which 74% of respondents were in the 50+ 

age group, indicate that demand will arise for 2 & 3 bedroom homes, retirement flats and 
bungalows and sheltered accommodation. 

A further survey was carried out specifically targeted at a younger age group and that 
survey also indicated a demand for 2 & 3 bedrooms houses.  Demand for this type of 

housing was also borne out by Ashtead’s estate agents when responding to a survey 

question about property sizes being sought by their clients. 

36% of Ashtead’s current housing stock is in 3-bedroom houses but only 25% lies in the 

0-2 bedroom range.  This level of smaller dwellings is unlikely to satisfy future demand 
coming from both the elderly and the younger ends of the age scale. 

d. Affordable housing stock 
  

Figures supplied by MVDC show that in June 2014 socially rented housing stock in 

Ashtead stood at 404 dwellings, which include 109 sheltered homes shown in (e) below.  
The housing stock is owned by Circle Housing Mole Valley (332), Mount Green Housing 

Association (45), Thames Valley Housing Association (14) and a local charity, Sydney 
Simmons Homes.  The 13 properties owned by the latter are restricted to the elderly. 

One third of the total stock lies in 2-4 bedroom houses but it is predominantly 3-

bedroom.  There are 62 1&2 bedroom bungalows and the remaining stock is a mix of 1-2 
bedroom flats, maisonettes and studios. 

There are no known site-specific proposals for the provision of new affordable housing in 
Ashtead at the time of writing. 

 

e. Housing for the elderly 

 

ACV’s Housing and Green Belt survey indicates that many people in the 50+ age band 
envisage their next move as being into sheltered housing or residential care.  The current 

provision for this type of accommodation is described below. 

Sheltered Accommodation 

There are currently 172 dwellings providing sheltered accommodation. 

  Social Leasehold/ Total 

  housing shared sheltered 

    ownership housing 

        

Studios 62   62 

1 bed flats 42   42 

1 & 2 bed flats 5 63 68 

Total 109 63 172 
           Source: ACV 

Care Homes and Nursing Homes  

There are 8 residential Care Homes providing a total of 72 spaces, although as 2 of the 

homes offer facilities for younger people as well as older, only 28 spaces are solely 
dedicated to the elderly.   

A further 3 homes also offer nursing care and have 82 spaces of which 54 are solely 

available to the 50+ age group. 

In total, 4 of the homes are dementia registered (2 Care Homes and 2 Nursing Homes). 
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f. House sizes in housing stock 

Ashtead’s housing stock is biased towards larger houses (see Criterion 1) with more 
bedrooms when compared with Mole Valley.  In particular Ashtead has fewer dwellings 

with one or two bedrooms and more with four or more. 
 

The 2011 census records show that 24% of Ashtead households had two or fewer 

bedrooms (MV 36%) and 40% have four or more bedrooms (MV 30%).  The details are 
given in the following table. 

 

Ashtead Dwellings 

by no. of bedrooms  

2011 

h’holds 

Ashtead 

% of total 

h’holds 

Mole Valley 

% of total 

h’holds 

     

Total h'holds 5,639  35,828 

Studios/1 bedroom 427 7% 13% 

2 bedrooms 929 17% 23% 

3 bedrooms 2,045 36% 34% 

4 bedrooms 1,548 28% 20% 

5+ bedrooms 690 12% 10% 
     Source: ONS 

 
Dwellings built (completions) in Ashtead since 2011 make only very slight changes to the 

figures: 

 

Ashtead Dwellings 

by no. of bedrooms  

Housing 

stock 

Mar 2011 

 

Completions 
between 

Apr 2011 &  

Mar 2014 

 

 
Housing 

stock  

Mar 2014  

% of 
housing 

stock 

2014 

        

Total h'holds 5,639 159 5,798   

Studios/1 bedroom 427 11 438 8% 

2 bedrooms 929 55 984 17% 

3 bedrooms 2,045 32 2,077 36% 

4 bedrooms 1,548 41 1,589 27% 

5+ bedrooms 690 20 710 12% 
Source: ONS & MVDC 
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2. To facilitate the improved health and wellbeing of the whole population. 

The 2011 Census reported that the health of Ashtead’s population is generally high with 
53% of residents in very good health and 33% in good health. 

a. Primary healthcare 
 

GP Surgeries 

 
There are two National Health surgeries in Ashtead, both of which are almost at full 

capacity. 
 

The Gilbert House Surgery in Ashtead has 9,628 patients on its books of whom 9,147 
(95%) reside in Ashtead. St Stephen’s Surgery has 5,449 patients registered to the 

practice and of these 4,817 (88%) live in Ashtead.  Between them, the two practices’ lists 

cover all but 205 of Ashtead’s total population as recorded in the 2011 census. 
 

Both practices have extended their premises in recent years to accommodate demand but 
although not planning to close their lists they are getting close to a practical limit and in 

both cases their premises constrain further expansion. 

 
Ashtead’s large elderly population have complex health needs and a high percentage of 

elderly patients require home visits, including those in Ashtead’s Care and Nursing 
homes, all adding to the pressure on the surgeries.  The demand from this sector of the 

population will increase as more people live longer. 
 

Ashtead Hospital runs a private GP clinic, which provides 12 appointments per week and 

an alternative telephone consultation service. 
  

Dentists 
 

There are 2 dental practices in Ashtead. 

 
One dental practice, with 8,000 registered NHS patients has said that it could cope with 

many more patients but it had closed its books for new NHS patients.  This practice is 
receiving up to 10 telephone requests per day to register with NHS, from as far as 8 

miles away which implies that newcomers to Ashtead probably will not be able to get 

NHS dental treatment. 
 

b. Open green space  
 

In 2007, Mole Valley District Council undertook an assessment of all open space, sports 
and recreation facilities in the District (known as a PPG17 Assessment) i.e. Planning 

Policy Guidance Note 17 (Planning for Open Space, Sports and Recreation.  

Playgrounds 

The village has two playgrounds for children.  

 The largest may be found within the Recreation Ground next to the tennis courts and 
it has recently been expanded and upgraded. It has a fenced toddler section 

including a sand pit and swings and an unfenced area including a zip wire, trampoline 

and large climbing unit for older children. The Recreation Ground also has a skate 
park and three football pitches.  The total area is 3.12ha and the quality is deemed to 

be good by the MVDC survey.  



Neighbourhood Development Plan: Ashtead - Baseline Sustainability Appraisal 

Document issued 31st December 2014     

 There is a new, smaller area for young children in the grounds of the Parsons Mead 

development. 

MVDC’s Area Profile states there is a lack of provision of parks and gardens in Ashtead 

although there are large areas of local green space that may cater for many of the needs 
of the residents. There is also a lack of provision for children and young people.  

Open Spaces 

 The largest open space close to the village is Ashtead Common (231.66ha), which 
links to Newton Wood (42.21ha).  The whole is an area of wooded common land 

managed by the Corporation of London immediately north of the village and both 
provide an extensive network of paths and bridle ways suitable for walking, horse 

riding and cycling.  

 The Woodfield, managed by the Corporation of London, lies just north of the station 

and railway line and it is an open common field of 6.28ha. The grassed area to the 

south of the railway, which is also common land, is important as a large open public 
space and it has a network of footpaths across it giving access to the station.  

 Ashtead Park (23.76ha) lies to the south east of the village. It is a wooded area with 
walks and two large ponds, both of which are fished by a local club.  The lower pond 

is also managed as a haven for wildlife by Surrey Wildlife Trust.  

 There is also a large pond within the village, at the east end of Barnett Wood Lane 
which MVDC restored in 2013/14. 

 To the south of the village, Crampshaw Lane and Gray’s Lane give access to 
pathways leading to Headley and the surrounding countryside. 

 
Sports Grounds  

 As well as providing facilities for football, the Recreation Ground also has an all-

weather pitch for mini-football and netball near the Youth Club.   

 There is a bowling-green and cricket ground in Woodfield Lane both assessed as of 

very good quality.  The cricket club has a further ground next to the Parsons Mead 
development.  

 Tennis courts can be found in the Recreation Ground and in the grounds of Ashtead 

Squash Club.  

 The following schools have playing fields: 

 City of London Freemen’s School, St Andrew’s RC School West Ashtead and 
Downsend Prep School.   

 The Greville and St Giles’ primary schools have mini football pitches.  

PPG17 states that on paper there is a higher provision of outdoor facilities than is the 
standard requirement as set by MVDC in the village but with much of this provision being 

within schools, it does not mean that all children in the area have good access to these 
facilities.    

Allotments 

There are 2.48 ha of allotments south of the A24 between the grounds of Ashtead 

hospital and Stag Leys.  The Area Profile states that there is a small shortfall of 

allotments plus a waiting list, which shows that there may be a need to increase the 
provision in Ashtead.   
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Amenity Green Space.  

An “Amenity Space” is an area of grass, possibly with seating which is managed by MVDC 
and may be used for play or for rest for the elderly.  

 Small areas of amenity green space may be found in the following places: 

  at the beginning of Greville Park Road, opposite Lime Tree Court (.012ha) 

 in Fountain Garden, the little garden with seats on the north side of the A24 

as one leaves The Street (.015ha) 

 Ashtead Pond Amenity Space, the area of grass immediately around the pond 

(.440ha) adjacent to Barnett Wood Lane.  

 at the junction of Oakhill Road and Green Lane. 

 Municipal seats for public use: 

 by the Cricket Ground bus stop in Woodfield Lane 

 by the post box half way up Crampshaw Lane 

The Area Profile survey states that there appears to be a significant under-provision of 
amenity green space in Ashtead. In the introduction to the survey, however, it also states 

that “in many cases deficits are to some extent compensated for by large areas of natural 
and semi-natural green space” which is the case in Ashtead. 

c.  Details of Ashtead’s bridleways and footpaths are given in Appendix 1.  
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3. To reduce poverty and social exclusion. 

a. Income levels in Ashtead 
 

ONS information on income levels in Ashtead is only available for the period April 2001-
March 2002.  MVDC’s Sustainability Appraisal states the average Mole Valley salary at 

November 2010 to be £34,268. 

b. Percentage of Ashtead residents claiming key benefits 

As at November 2013 (source:ONS), less than 4% of Ashtead residents were claiming key 

out-of-work benefits, compared to 5% in Mole Valley and 10.6% in the UK as a whole. 
Key out-of-work benefits include: job seekers, ESA and incapacity benefits, lone parents 

and others on income-related benefits.  At May 2014, 37 Ashtead residents were claiming 
Job Seekers Allowance, of whom 5 had been claiming for more than one year 

c. Children in poverty 

 
Data were published in February 2013 by the “End Child Poverty” campaign, based on 

the definition in the Child Poverty Act.  Their figures placed UK-wide levels of child 
poverty at 30% of children living in poverty.  The Mole Valley average was calculated at 

10%, while the Ashtead Wards scored 6% (Park and Village) and 7% (Common).  These 

are comparable with average levels in the best-scoring Local Authorities in the UK.  
Therefore, even allowing for the fact that these figures are calculated by a campaigning 

organisation (so may be over-stated), they serve as reasonable evidence that Ashtead 
has levels of child poverty well below national average and also materially below the 

District average. 

d. Crime/fear of crime statistics 

 

In the 12-month period from May 2013 to April 2014, 455 crimes were committed in 
Ashtead, an average of 38 crimes a month with peaks of 48 in July 2013 and 52 in March 

2014.   There were 195 offences of anti-social behaviour, 43% of the total with all other 
crimes spread across categories as set out below.  There were no crimes related to 

possession of weapons. 

Crimes committed between May 2013 and April 
2014 

Number % of 
Total 

Anti-social behaviour 195 43% 

Violence & sex offences 48 11% 

Burglary 47 10% 

Criminal damage 43 9% 

Other theft 39 9% 

Vehicle crime 28 6% 

Bicycle theft 20 4% 

Drugs 15 3% 

Other crime* 20 4% 

Total 455  

       Source: MVDC                               *shoplifting, robbery, public order, theft from the person 
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4. To minimise the harm from flooding 

 Areas within Flood Zones 2 and 3 may be seen along the Rye Brook. Properties 
backing onto the Rye Brook, and therefore at risk, are those in Broadhurst and those 

at its junctions with Overdale plus those developed north of Links Road backing on to 
the brook.  The northern section of Woodfield is also at risk.  

 Properties on the east side of Woodlands Way and The Hilders off Farm Lane, which 

back onto the source of the Rye Brook are known to suffer flooding. 

 There is some limited evidence of surface water flooding. 

A map showing Ashtead’s Flood Zones is in Appendix 2. 
 

5. To improve accessibility to all services and facilities and natural greenspace 

Access to services:  In the Mole Valley Settlement Hierarchy, October 2008, Ashtead was 

identified as the third most sustainable settlement in Mole Valley, against a range of 

economic and social indicators.  The analysis scored each settlement in terms of accessibility 
of a range of services and facilities including schools (primary and secondary), libraries, 

community/village halls, churches, healthcare facilities, play space, parks/open space, Post 
Office, pubs/restaurants and banks/building society.  Ashtead scored just below Dorking and 

Leatherhead.  It also benefits from access to services and facilities in Epsom and 

Leatherhead, both of which are within easy travelling distance, including by public transport. 

Access to Ashtead’s schools is a significant problem as they are located on narrow roads in 

residential areas and, while School Travel Plans attempt to alleviate the problems for 
residents, congestion and parking difficulties are a source of constant concern, particularly at 

school arrival and departure times.   
 

6. To make the best use of previously developed land, which is not of high 

environmental value, and existing buildings. 

a. Housing Development on Previously Developed Land (PDL) 

Year Ashtead                

% built on 
PDL 

Mole Valley         

% built on 
PDL 

Comments 

2006-07 57.1% 89.8%  

2007-08 *114.3% 99.2% *Additional net build on PDL 

2008-09 86.8% 98.9%  

2009-10* 52.9% n/a PDL definition changed to exclude gardens 

2010-11 84.2% 74%  

2011-12 *97.1% 82% *Includes Parsons Mead development on 

ex-school site 

2012-13 *78.6% n/a *Includes Parsons Mead development on 

ex-school site 

2013-14 53.8% n/a  

Total 84.0%   

Source: MVDC 
 
Since 2006, while Mole Valley has consistently exceeded the national target of 60% for 

building on PDL, Ashtead has failed to meet this target in years 2006-07, 2009-10 and 
2013-14.   
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7. To reduce land contamination and safeguard soil quality and quantity 

a. According to Government guidelines ‘Contaminated Land’ is used in general terms to 
describe land polluted by: 

 heavy metals, eg arsenic, cadmium and lead 
 oils and tars 

 chemical substances and preparations, eg solvents 
 gases 

 asbestos 
 radioactive substances 

The legal definition is that ‘Contaminated Land’ is land where substances could cause: 

 significant harm to people or protected species 
 significant pollution of surface waters or groundwater 

This definition refers to contamination caused by past uses of sites such as: 

 former factories 

 mines 
 steelworks 

 refineries  
 landfills  

Details and a map of landfill sites and areas of contaminated land in Ashtead are in 
Appendix 3. 

All the areas of high, medium and low risk in Ashtead, as shown on the map, have 

already been built on with exception of St Giles’ Cemetery and the sites on Ashtead 

Common. Where possible the cause of the contamination has been identified in the list in 
the Appendix.   

Ashtead no longer has the type of industry such as quarrying or engineering works as in 

the past but businesses creating contaminated land now are as follows: 

 the petrol station, 7 The Street, beside Lime Tree Court.  (NB: the site of the petrol 

station at the other end of The Street now owned by Tesco has been 
decontaminated.) 

 car engineering works and body shops in Church Road, Grove Road, and the garage 

and works at the junction of Craddocks Avenue and Woodfield Lane. 
 The Forge in Woodfield Road.      

 Cranford Engineering, Craddocks Avenue.  

b. Details and a map of areas of Grade 1, 2 and 3a Agricultural Land in Ashtead are in 

Appendix 4.  
 

The map shows that the agricultural land south of the village is classified as Grade 3.  
Agricultural land is graded from level 1 - 5 with Grade 1 being the best.  Grade 3 land is 

good to moderate quality agricultural land but with moderate limitations which affect the 

choice of crops, timing and type of cultivation, harvesting or the level of yield. Where 
more demanding crops are grown yields are generally lower or more variable than on 

land in Grades 1 and 2.  

Much of the land south of the village is currently used for animal grazing and hay 

harvesting. 
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8. To ensure air quality continues to improve. 

The Mole Valley baseline data indicate that there are no Air Quality Management Areas within 
the District.  However, the M25 and A24 are potential sources of air quality issues within the 

Ashtead area.  This is an issue that will continue to be monitored at District level. 
 

9. To reduce noise pollution.           

 
The Department of Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) defines noise as:  A-Weighted 
Decibel (db(A)): a unit of sound pressure level, adjusted in accordance with the A-weighting 
scale. The A-weighting scale takes into account the increased sensitivity of the human ear at 
some frequencies and it is frequently used in environmental noise measurements. 
 

NB: The noise maps made by Defra have been made using computer modelling techniques, 

based on information such as traffic flow data, road/rail type, and vehicle type data. No 
actual noise measurements were made in the production of their strategic maps. 

 
DEFRA’s Noise Level db(A) Description and Subjective Evaluation 
 

94 Fast Train (180 km/h, behind yellow line on station platform) 

83 Heavy diesel lorry (40 km/h at 7m distance) 

81 Modern twin-engine jet (at take-off at 152m distance) 

70 Passenger car (60 km/h at 7m distance) 

60 Office environment 

50 Ordinary conversation 

40 Library 

35 Quiet bedroom 

0 Threshold of hearing 

 

Noise levels in Ashtead according to DEFRA 
 

Rail Noise  

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To overcome increased use, local trains on weekdays are being extended from eight to ten 
carriages.  The noise pollution from the railway line however is likely to remain stable based 
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on rolling stock design, and the number of local trains per day is expected to remain as it is.  

It has been suggested however, that because the line through Ashtead is Southern Railway’s 
only other route to the coast, if the main line via Gatwick becomes saturated because of the 

expansion of Thameslink, perhaps one extra train an hour in each direction might be 
introduced towards the Mid-Sussex line. 

 

 
Road Noise 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
    Source: DEFRA 

As will be seen from the map of the road noise the highest level is nearest to the M25.  In the 
process of being built, the road was surfaced to produce the lowest level of noise possible 

and so no more can be done to reduce the level overall or effect on nearby buildings.   

There is also significant noise along the course of the A24 with the worst part being the 

section which runs east from the bridge over the M25 but as it is the main road through the 
village linking Epsom to Leatherhead and giving access to the M25 it is very heavily used 

especially at commuter times in the morning. This section is also the main feeder for the 
ExxonMobil offices to the south of the first crossroad intersection and four schools to the 

north. With no room to create an alternative road system there is no possibility of reducing 

the noise pollution. 

10. To reduce light pollution. 

A small number of sports and recreational facilities in and around Ashtead have floodlighting 

facilities but, as a general rule, care is taken to ensure that floodlighting proposals are 

properly designed to avoid light spillage. 

No areas of light pollution from other sources, such as along the M25, have been identified. 

11. To improve the water quality of the rivers and groundwater, and maintain an 
adequate supply of water. 

The Rye Brook starts from a spring at the back of Farm Lane and it then flows through the 
Common.  The quality of the water during this first leg of its journey causes no concern.  

Problems of contamination occur when the brook reaches the built up part of the village in 

the area of Culverhay and Overdale where grey water is getting into the Rye because of bad 
or illegal plumbing and unknown sources, and this water is entering storm water drains and 

subsequently the Rye.  The Water Authorities are dealing with the matter and booms are in 
place but it is felt it will take a time for the problem to be sorted out.  
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The water in the brook has not been scientifically tested but it is now crystal clear and 

supporting life up to stickleback-size fish.  This was helped by last autumn’s heavy rainfall 
which came on top of two years’ work by volunteers to restore the brook plus work in 

clearing obstacles and culverts.  The amount of rain also got rid of decades of mud and silt 
and in a lot of places the gravel on the bottom can now be seen.  The restoration has 

resulted in a kingfisher being a regular visitor.  

  
All local parties connected with the Rye Brook are now getting together to work for better 

water quality from the Mole towards Ashtead so that fish and wildlife will move up from the 
main river along the extent of the Rye Brook. 

Maps and details of Ashtead’s watercourses and Groundwater Protection Zones are in 
Appendices 5 and 6 respectively. 

12. To conserve/enhance biodiversity and networks of natural habitat. 

Formally Designated Sites 

Mole Valley Settlement Hierarchy October 2008:  Immediately to the north of the built up 
area of Ashtead is Ashtead Common a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Much of this is 
also designated a National Nature Reserve (NNR). The area has been designated for its 
London Clay terrain with habitats for breeding birds and invertebrates. 

There are three Sites of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI) adjoining the built area of 
Ashtead. To the north are two SNCI’s which are divided by the railway. To the north is the 
Woodfield area which is important for species rich acid grassland. The SNCI to the south of 
the railway is protected due to its good range of vascular plants. East of Ashtead is Ashtead 
Park which is protected for its mix of habitats, secondary woodlands, grassland and ponds.  It 
is also designated a Local Nature Reserve (LNR). 
 
Since February 2013, Rye Meadows, which abuts Ashtead Common at its the south-western 
corner, has been recommended as a new SNCI by the local sites partnership and is 

undergoing the designation process. 
 

The areas in Ashtead designated for nature conservation value (NNR, SSSI, SNCI, Ancient 

Woodland, Buffer Zones) are listed and shown on maps in Appendix 7. 

Biodiversity 

 
Ashtead Village is surrounded by Green Belt land of varying importance to biodiversity and 

the natural habitat.  Those of significance are: 

Area A1 – Ashtead Common 

Ashtead Common is an area of 500 acres. It is a SSSI and much of it is also designated as a 

NNR. The site is of major scientific interest for its ancient pollarded oaks and associated 
decaying trunks. These are associated with nationally rare and endangered beetles and 

bracket fungi and also some lichens unknown elsewhere in the region. It has also been 
desiganted for its London Clay terrain and its diverse habitats support a wide variety of plant 

species including several hundred species of fungi, lichen and mosses. It further supports fifty 

different species of trees and shrubs and more than three hundred other species of plants. 
The woodland supports a wide community of breeding birds and holes in old trees provide 

homes for both birds and bats.  

Area I – 3 The Rye Brook Area 

The Rye Brook flows through the lowest part of the common and Rye Brook Marshes is an 

area subject to a flooding risk.  Flood-plain meadows are a scarce habitat in the area of 
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Ashtead and are being developed as a wildlife area which will in due course be open to the 

public. The work being undertaken on the brook, has resulted in the creation of new homes 
for a variety of insects, amphibians, reptiles and breeding birds. A six-month bird survey 

undertaken in the area up until May 2012 listed 46 different bird species. Just recently a 
kingfisher has been spotted next to the Rye Brook.  

Area A4 - Woodfield 

The areas known as Woodfield are found to the north and south of the railway station and 
both are designated SNCI. The area to the north provides the setting for the NNR and is 

species-rich, acid grassland with some rare species. The section south of the railway line and 
station is protected due to its range of vascular plants.  

Area B - Ashtead Park 

Ashtead Park lies on the eastern side of the village and is bordered by the A24 and Farm 

Lane. It is a SNCI and a Local Nature Reserve (LNR - designated 1995). It is leased to the 

Surrey Wildlife Trust (until 2057) and is also of value as a recreational area with a network of 
paths and fishing.  

It is of particular importance for oak pollards and a mix of wildlife habitats including 
secondary woodland, grassland and ponds. There are some 378 plant species recorded 

including some designated nationally as vulnerable, scarce or threatened, notably frogbit, 

water soldier and the fringed water-lily. There are also several large specimen non-native 
trees.   There are two large ponds, both of which are fished by a local club. The larger pond 

covers two and a half acres and the lower Rookery Pond as well as being stocked for fishing 
is also managed as a haven for wildlife. The ponds support Great Crested Newts (a protected 

species) and the site is particularly rich in dragonflies, damselflies and butterflies 

 Areas D and E  - Farmland on the southern boundary of the village 

Areas D and E consist of Grade 3 Agricultural land with fields enclosed by hedges with mature 

hedgerows, shrubs and trees. Some of the boundaries are ancient with exceptional numbers 
of woody plants and trees in the hedges, which suggest they are probably one thousand or 

more years old.  The area between Larch Fields and Farm Lane in D 2 provides a wildlife 
corridor into Ashtead Park. Parts of the meadows in Area E support a wide range of plants 

characteristic of chalk grassland, a habitat currently recognized as a UK Biodiversity Plan 

Priority Habitat by Natural England. In the areas south of The Warren local residents have 
reported the presence of owls and bats plus deer, badgers, rabbits and newts.   

 
Area F -  Ermyn Way Fields 

 

This area is bordered by the M25 to the south and Green Lane to the north. 
 

The southern part of the site is designated as Grade 3 Agricultural Land. The northern 
boundary however is ancient and of considerable significance. It has many mature trees  

communitand shrubs and the associated unploughed fireld margin is particularly rich inplants. 
The angular wooded area near Quarry Gardens and the footbridge over the M25 includes 

several large ancient beech trees and is of nature conservation importance for these trees 

and associated organisms. There are two particularly ancient pollarded beech trees in the 
field close to south-eastern corner of the ExxonMobil property. The planting undertaken on 

this site to help mitigate the noise from the motorway has been of non-native plants and 
cultivars however, although emphasis has been given to vegetation (mostly shrubs and 

trees), herbaceous plants, lichens and other fungi, insects, birds, mammals and all other 

animals, which contribute to species richness and overall biodiversity, depend on these tracts 
of vegetation. 
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Area G Ashtead West Fields 

 
G-2 Barnett Wood Fields is the site of and includes remnants of the ancient and formerly 

more extensive Barnett Wood. Therefore it is possible that this area has some biodiversity 
and wildlife importance for species associated with ancient woodland, although many ancient 

trees are no longer there and a field survey has not yet been carried out. 

 
Areas J2 and J3  - Ashtead East 

Area J2 is connected to further wooded areas and local residents report that it provides a 
passage for deer traveling through Ashtead and contains many species of animals including 

protected pipistrelles and tawny owls. The pond in J3 is in the grounds of the house called 
The Pines and feeds the Rye Brook, probably from springs arising from the chalk/clay 

boundary.  Local residents report that it is favoured by wetland birds. 

 

Further detail on the key biodiversity issues/networks identified during Ashtead’s Green Belt 

Boundary Review (GBBR) is given in Appendix 8.  
 

13. To conserve and enhance landscape character and features, the historic 

environment and cultural assets and their setting. 

 

a.  Landscape character & features and the historic environment – see maps in Appendix 9. 

Settlement Hierarchy October 2008:  Ashtead is set within the Thames Basin Lowlands - 
Esher and Epsom Landscape Character Area which stretches between Bookham and Ashtead, 
excluding the valley of the River Mole.  Much of the area is built-up but there are tracts of 
open undulating countryside and extensive wooded areas including Bookham Common and 
Ashtead Common. The gentle dip slope of the North Downs to the south of Bookham and 
Ashtead provides a broad undulating farming landscape composed of a patchwork of fields 
and occasional irregular blocks of woodland.  

Although close to the built-up areas, this area retains much of its rural agricultural landscape 
character. It provides a transition between the densely wooded landscape on top of the North 
Downs and the built-up areas.  

There are more than 40 Listed Buildings in Ashtead including three Grade II* (Ashtead Park 
House, Ashtead Park Farm House and St Giles Church). The majority of Listed Buildings are 
located around Ashtead Park and along Rectory Lane. 

Located east of the main built-up area of Ashtead is the Historic Park and Garden – Ashtead 
Park which is a Grade II registered garden. 

Within Ashtead there are three Conservation Areas: 

 Part of Woodfield Lane comprising a number of Edwardian properties. 

 An enclave of Dene Road comprising domestic properties. 

 The house and garden of Ashtead House and immediate properties. 

The Woodfield Lane Conservation Area is a line of 14 Edwardian properties set in mature 
gardens. The special character of the area is provided by the large, varied and attractively 
detailed Edwardian properties and the large mature gardens in which they are set. 
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The Dene Road Conservation Area consists of a small enclave of pleasing domestic properties 
surrounded by a modern estate. A key feature of the Conservation Area is the tight, narrow 
streets, reinforced by strong garden boundaries, particularly the brick walls.  

The Ashtead House Conservation Area consists of the house and garden of Ashtead House 
and the 18th century Headmaster’s House and adjacent Lodge. 

Outside of the main built-up area there is one County Sites of Archaeological Importance and 
three Scheduled Ancient Monuments. One Ancient Scheduled Monument is located near to St. 
Giles Church east of Ashtead. The other two (a roman villa and a camp) are situated within 
Ashtead Common. Also within Ashtead Common is a County Site of Archaeological 
Importance which is a Romano-British clay pit.  Please refer to Appendix 9 for a complete list 

of Ashtead’s Sites of Archaeological Potential. 

Within Ashtead there are four Residential Areas of Special Character identified in the Local 
Plan (Policy ENV17) at The Warren, Park Lane, Rookery Hill and Highfields and which have 
been designated as having distinctive and cohesive characters. 

There are six areas designated as Strategic Open Space in the Built–Up Areas in Ashtead and 
include sports and recreation grounds (Ashtead Recreation Ground and Ashtead Cricket 
Ground), community playing fields (at Parsons Mead, Greville Primary and West Ashtead 
schools) and allotments (south of Leatherhead Road). 

None of Ashtead’s heritage assets are on the At Risk register.  

b.  Cultural assets within Ashtead or used by Ashtead residents 

 Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall is the main venue in the village for a wide range of activities 
and around thirty local groups and societies use it as their base.  The four village 

churches also hire out their halls for a variety of leisure, cultural and charitable activities 
and St George’s Church acts as the centre for local chamber concerts. 

 The village library, as well as providing a book lending service, provides access to IT.  

According to the 2013 MVDC Scoping Report it is too small for the size of the community 
it is serving.  

 Nearby Leatherhead and Epsom both have theatres offering a range of programmes both 
amateur and professional.  Leatherhead Theatre also shows films and Epsom has a multi-

screen cinema. 
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14. To reduce the need to travel, encourage sustainable transport options and make 

the best use of existing transport infrastructure. 

a. Car ownership, mode of travel to work 

 
The following table shows that car ownership per household in Ashtead has increased 

slightly since the 2001 census with a greater percentage of household owning more than 

one car.  There has also been a slight drop in households not owning a car.  Ashtead’s 
levels of car ownership are broadly in line with Mole Valley District.   

Car Ownership 2001 2011 
 Mole Valley 

househoids 2011 

Total households in Ashtead 

            

5,440 5,639 

  

35,828 

Number of cars per household 1.52 1.59 
  

1.57 

% of households without a car or 
van 11.5% 10.5% 

  
12.3% 

% of households with with 2+ cars 

or vans 48.2% 51.3% 

  

48.7% 
      Source: ONS 

The table below shows the various methods by which Ashtead residents travel to work 

and the changes since the 2001 census.  The slight increase in rail travel could be 
because of the small reduction in those travelling to work by car although some of those 

residents have perhaps started to walk to work instead.   

Ashtead Residents’ 
Mode of travel to work 2001 2011 

      

Economically active 

residents aged 16-74 6,323 6,969 

      

Car 60% 57% 

Rail 18% 20% 

Bus 1% 1% 

Motor cycle 1% 1% 

Bicycle 2% 2% 

Walking 4% 6% 

Other <1% 1% 

Works at/from home 12% 9% 

Unemployed 2% 3% 
     Source: ONS 

b. School Travel Plans 
 

Each of the schools in the village suffers a serious traffic problem due to the high 

proportion of parents taking their children to school by car.  Narrow roads, parking on the 
roads and in most cases the regular bus service being of limited use has meant that each 

of the schools has had to devise a school travel plan or is in the process of doing so in an 
attempt to manage the situation. The proposed expansion of The Greville Primary School 

is a particular cause of concern and the type and manner of the traffic management 

measures will be an important part of the planning process.  

The schools do their best to encourage their pupils to walk, cycle, scoot or use the 

dedicated school bus or school mini-buses but with schools working at capacity and with 
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expansion plans for the infants’ school and two of the village primary schools in the 

pipeline the situation is not going to get any easier. 

c. Cycle networks 

 
There are currently two roads where cycle paths are indicated in the village and a third is 

currently underway: 

i. A section of Barnett Wood Lane from the bridges over the M25 (approx 
350m) to Caen Wood Road. 

ii. A section of Craddocks Avenue roughly in the area where there are the 
entries to Newton Wood Road  (approx 600m). 

iii. During 2014, a cycle path was constructed along the A24 from The Street to 
the M25 bridge (1.75km) and this continues on into Leatherhead for a further 

800m. 

d. Public transport services 

Bus Services 

 The two main roads running through the village, the A24 and Barnett Wood Lane to 
the north carry the bus routes that serve the community.  Three bus routes run along 

the A24, each with an hourly service and they provide access to Banstead and to 
Epsom with its hospital to the east and Guildford via Leatherhead to the west.  

 
 The route along Barnett Wood Lane serves residents living to the north of the village 

and provides access to Epsom, Leatherhead and Guildford and to the basic village 

facilities such as Ashtead station, the doctors’ surgeries and the library during the 
day.  

 
 One particular bus company is doing its best to respond to the needs of the village 

within the bounds of balancing use versus economics by providing more buses in the 
mornings when the older section of the community tends to use them.  A new route, 

which has been introduced along the A24 in response to requests from the public, 

has shown increased use in a very short time.   Although the running times of certain 
buses have recently been extended into the early evening, which allows for some use 

by commuters and for later visiting at the hospital, they do not cater for those 
wishing to visit Epsom or Leatherhead for evening leisure activities. There is a limited 

bus service on both roads on Saturdays and an even more restricted service on the 

northern route on Sundays. 
 

 Areas not easily served by the bus services are to the north of the station and the 
most southerly parts of the village such as Park Lane and Paul’s Place.  The central 

areas of the village e.g. the part bounded by the A24 and Craddocks Avenue have a 

walk of approximately 0.5km or more to the nearest stop and those at the extremes 
of the village up to 1k.   

 
 With the bus routes being restricted to the main roads through the village because 

the network of roads leading off them are very narrow or restricted by parking, and 
with an extended walk for many to access a bus, the car is the preferred option for 

the majority of villagers. 

Further detailed informaton on Ashtead’s bus services is given in Appendix 10. 
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Rail Services 

 The station is situated to the north of the village. It is 1.1km from the A24 / 
Woodfield Lane crossroads, over 1.5 km for those living to the west of the village and 

nearer 3km for those living to the east    The location means that for most, access is 
going to be by car, cycle or possibly bus if it is during the day. 

 There is a regular train service during the day from Monday to Saturday with four 

trains an hour to and from Waterloo and two an hour to and from Victoria.  On 
Sunday there are two an hour to each terminus.  Key destinations in the opposite 

direction are Leatherhead, Guildford, Dorking and Horsham and there are good 
connections to large parts of the west and south-west via Guildford. 

 In the period 2011 – 2012 it is estimated that there were 588,280 entries and a 
similar number of exits to Ashtead Station - the third highest total in Mole Valley. The 

year 2012-13 saw an increase of 14,698 journeys each way taking the overall total of 

entries and exits to 1,205,956. 

15. To ensure the District adapts to the impacts of the changing climate. 

a. Ashtead’s contribution to carbon emissions 
 

The University of York’s Resources and Energy Analysis Program (REAP) measures the 

ecological footprint on terms of global hectares per person (gha/cap).   At a 2001 
baseline, the world average ecological footprint was 2.2 gha/cap against available 

resources per world population of 1.8 gha/cap. 
 

Information on gha/cap is only available at District level and page 13 of MVDC’s Authority 
Monitoring Report for 2012/2013 (AMR) shows that, in 2006, Mole Valley’s ecological 

footprint, at 5.76 gha/cap, ranked fourth in the data rankings for the South East.  Mole 

Valley’s carbon footprint at 14.96 CO2/cap ranked second in the South East.   
 

The table on domestic energy consumption in 18(b) below, shows that Ashtead 
consumes energy at a higher rate than the Mole Valley average, which would indicate 

that Ashtead’s ecological and carbon footprints would rank higher than Mole Valley as a 

whole. 
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16. Provide for employment opportunities to meet the needs of the local economy. 

a. Ashtead residents of working age who are economically active   

 

2011 Census 

All Usual Residents Ashtead Ashtead Ashtead Ashtead Mole Valley 

Aged 16-74 Common Park Village Total Total 

           

Total number 2,951 2,802 4,009 9,762 60,778 

           

Economically Active 
(EA) 2,180 1,927 2,862 6,969 

 
44,170 

% of Ward/Total 74% 69% 71% 71% 73% 

           
Economically Inactive 

(EI) 771 875 1,142 2,788 

 

16,608 

% of Ward/Total 26% 31% 29% 29% 27% 
       Source: ONS 

2011 Census 

Economically 
Active Ashtead Ashtead Ashtead Ashtead 

 

Mole 
Valley 

Aged 16-74 Common Park Village Total Total 

           

Total number 2,180 1,927 2,862 6,969 44,170 

           

Full-time employee 56% 54% 54% 55% 54% 

Part-time employee 20% 21% 20% 20% 19% 

Self-employed 18% 20% 20% 19% 20% 

Student (EA) 3% 3% 4% 3% 3% 

Unemployed 3% 3% 3% 3% 3% 
        Source: ONS 

The EI category includes residents who are retired (59%), those looking after their family 
(16%), students (16%), the long-term sick or disabled (6%) and other (4%). 
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b. Travel to Work data 

 

Ashtead 2001 Census – Distance Travelled to Work 

All people aged 16-74 in 

employment 

 

Ashtead 

Common 

Ashtead 

Park 

Ashtead 

Village 

Ashtead 

Total 

Mole 

Valley 
Total 

Total number of people: 579 2,714 1,195 4.485 39,996 

Works mainly from home 58% 11% 40% 25% 19% 

Travel less than 2km 18% 14% 20% 16% 17% 

Travel 2km to under 5km 6% 13% 12% 12% 11% 

Travel 5km to under 10km 6% 19% 14% 16% 16% 

Travel 10km to under 20km 8% 20% 7% 15% 20% 

Travel 20km to under 30km 1% 8% 3% 6% 7% 

Travel 30km to under 40km 1% 4% 1% 3% 3% 

Travel 40km to under 60km 1% 3% 1% 2% 3% 

Travel 60km and over 1% 8% 2% 5% 4% 

Source: ONS 

Data on mode of travel to work from the 2011 census show that the number of people in 
employment has risen to 6,728, of which 651 work mainly from home. This is a fall from 

25% in 2001 to under 10% in 2011. The full dataset for the table above is not yet 
available for 2011. 
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c. Business premises 

 

Ashtead: VAT Based Business – from 2004 

 Ashtead Ashtead Ashtead Ashtead 

 Common Park Village Total 

          

Total number 95 195 200  490 

          
Public 5 5 5   15 

Private – Multi-site 5 30 20   55 

Private – Single Site with 1 employee 50 65 90  205 
Private – Single Site with> 1 employee 35 95 85  215 

         Source: ONS 

Ashtead contains five state and two private schools, eight residential care homes and 3 

nursing homes but few other commercial premises. The largest business is ExxonMobil, 

employing over one thousand staff, followed by Ashtead Hospital. 
 

 

Ashtead: Retail Premises March 2013 

Premises A1 to A5 The Street 

Craddocks  

& Barnett 
Wood 

Ashtead 
Total %ge 

SE Small 
Towns 

     

Total number 79 43 122  

          
Shops 41 25 57% 43% 

Financial services 10  9% 15% 

Restaurants 8 4 10% 11% 

Public Houses 2 1 3% 4% 
Takeaways 2 1 3% 5% 

Other 12 10 14%  16% 
Vacant 4 2 5% 9% 

                 Source: MVDC 

             Note: the average vacancy rate in all towns is reported at 14.5% 

The Street is the main retail centre of Ashtead with only a limited number of offices over 

shops. There is a single purpose-built office building at the southern end occupied by 
Longcross, a construction company, and a mixed retail and office building to the north. 

There are secondary retail areas on Craddocks Parade and Barnett Wood Lane, with few 
offices over shops.  There is a single purpose-built office building at the southern end 

occupied by Bridgehead, a software company and two car sales/workshops opposite on 

Glebe Road. 

The proportion of shops has not changed in the last five years. There have been Town, 

District, Local and Village Centres Studies conducted for MVDC in 2007, 2008 and updated 
in 2010. Assuming that the former Esso site on the Street will deliver additional convenience 

floorspace, then the latest update recommended that there is no requirement for further 

convenience floorspace in Ashtead. 
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d. Employment information for Ashtead  

i. there are no significant areas of vacant employment floorspace. 

ii. the number of vacant shops is relatively low compared to the rest of the South 

East and the number of charity shops remains low. 

iii. some of the office space at the North of The Street has been converted to 

residential use in the last two years. 

iv. there were no outstanding planning permissions or advertised vacant 
premises for offices, industrial or storage/warehouse uses in Ashtead as at 

January 2013. 

17. Support economic growth which is inclusive, innovative and sustainable. 

a. Ashtead is largely residential in character with good access to employment centres in 
Epsom and Leatherhead and good transport links to London and other areas. 

Consequently there has been little change in local employment recently. 

b. From 16 (a) above, there were 1,094 out of 4,488 people in Ashtead working mainly from 
home, 25% of the working population. However, this figure appears to have fallen to 

under 10% by the 2011 census. 

18. To achieve sustainable production and use of resources. 

a. Reduction in carbon emissions 

 
The Government’s aim is to secure reductions in greenhouse gases and support the move 

to a low carbon future in order to reduce the impact of climate change.   MVDC’s Core 
Policy Strategy CS19 focuses on a 10% reduction in a development’s predicted carbon 

emissions through the on-site installation of decentralised and renewable or low-carbon 
energy sources and all relevant planning permissions are conditioned to that effect. 

 

Please see criterion 19 below for details of Ashtead developments meeting sustainable 
building standards.  

b. Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) 
 

There are no specific SuDS data available for Ashtead but the AMR para 4.120-4/122 

includes the following District-wide information: 
 

Of the 208 gross dwellings permitted in 2012-13, SuDS measures were required for 107 
dwellings (51% of gross dwellings permitted).  This is significantly higher than the 35 
dwellings, or 32%, of dwellings permitted in 2011-12. 
 
Other surface water control measures may also be required to control water discharge, 
including where SuDS are not appropriate. 41 dwellings permitted in 2012-13 included 
surface water control measures. 
 
To reduce run-off, the Council also requires new development, where practicable, to 
incorporate porous paving / surfaces. Of the dwellings completed in 2012-13, 39% 
incorporated porous surfacing compared with 32% in 2011-12. 56% of dwellings 
permitted in 2012-13 had conditions requiring porous surfacing slightly lower than the 
previous year. 
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c. Domestic Energy Consumption 

 
The following table shows Ashtead’s consumption of domestic energy in Megawatt Hours 

(Mwh)1 as reported in the 2011 Census. 

Domestic 
Energy 

Consumption 
in 2011 

Ashtead 
Common 

Ashtead 
Park 

Ashtead 
Village 

Ashtead 
Total 

Mole 

Valley 
District 

Ashtead 
as a % 

of Mole 
Valley 

Total H’holds 1,617 1,654 2,386 5,639 35,828 15.74% 

Mhw hours 36,694 48,890 58,234 143,818 768,672 18.71% 

Mhw/h’hold 22.69 29.56 24.59 25.50 21.45 118.88% 

    Source ONS 
 

While Ashtead has almost 16% of total Mole Valley households, it is responsible for 

almost 19% of domestic energy consumption which, on average across the three Council 
Wards, is 19% greater per household than Mole Valley District.  

 

Energy consumption varies considerably between the Wards and the difference is 
particularly noticeable in Common and Park Wards where each has 29% of households 

but Park consumes at a rate 30% higher than in Common and 20% higher than in Village 
Ward which contains 42% of households.  

d. Water Consumption 
 

There is no information available at the Ashtead level.   

 
From the Mole Valley basellne information:  Sutton & East Surrey Water Company 
supplies most of the district’s water.  Average domestic household use per day in 2005 
was 700 litres falling to 475 litres in 2008.  Average consumer use has decreased from 
185 litres to 160 litres per day. 

e. Waste Disposal and Recycling Rates 
 

Details are not held at Ward level but Mole Valley recently carried out a study of data 
pertaining to the 5 collection days (Mon to Fri) and learned that residents with a Tuesday 

collection day are 4th best at recycling and also put out most waste per household.  This 

is the day that Ashtead’s waste is primarily, although not entirely, collected. 
 

MVDC’s current recycle rate is 58.1%, which is the 3rd best in Surrey  In the last 
published league table (based on 2012/13) of national statistics Mole Valley was 19th in 

the UK, out of 433 local authorities. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

                                                 
1 A Mwh is equivalent to 1,000 Kilowatt Hours (Kwh) of energy used.  A Kwh is equivalent to one 

kilowatt of power used continuously for one hour. 
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19. To increase energy efficiency and the production of energy from low carbon 

technologies, renewable sources and decentralised generation systems 

a. Major developments in Ashtead incorporating Energy Efficiency Generation – at March 

2013: 

1. Howard Close:  A development of 35 dwellings completed in February 2010.  The 
design statement indicates that the renewable energy requirement would be met 

through the use of solar heating and from micro CHP (combined heat and power) 
facility. 

2. The Grange, St Andrew’s School:   A development of 24 dwellings 

3. Parsons Mead, Ottways Lane:  A development of 93 dwellings completed in 

August 2012 with 10% renewable to be met by solar heating. 

The building spec said that the development would also include the following 
features: 

i. Provision of dedicated energy efficient lighting 

ii. 25% improvement of Dwelling Emission Rate on target 

iii. Boilers with no emissions less than 40mg/kwt 

4. Sydney Simmons Homes, Dene Road:  13 dwellings completed in April 2012 with 
the provision of photo voltaic panels to meet the 10% requirement. 

b. Planned for the future 

 Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall has it on the agenda to fit solar panels as soon as funds 

allow.  

 The new Church Hall planned beside St Giles Church (The Dell Project) is being built 

with a High BREEAM2 rating.  This rating takes into account the sustainable 

construction of the building materials themselves as well as the design and energy 
efficiency of the building. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
2 Building Research Establishment Environment Assessment Methodology is the most widely used 

method of assessing, rating and certifying the sustainability of buildings. 


