
 

 

 

 

 

DEVELOPING A VISION FOR ASHTEAD 

 

The sun is shining (occasionally this month) on Ashtead and all’s well with the world – time therefore to start 

thinking about how we see the village developing over the next 20 years. 

 

Creating a vision for Ashtead’s future is the first big step in developing the village’s Neighbourhood Development 

plan (NDP). It’s an important step because creating that vision provides residents with a broad description of how 

we would like to see the Village develop over that period of time. It also provides an overarching message to tell 

local and national planning authorities how Ashtead residents see the future of the area in which they live – at 

least as far as all those matters impacted by planning is concerned. 

 

Ashtead Community Vision – the Forum’s working group – is just starting to develop a draft vision for Ashtead. 

It’s one which will form part of our NDP and will be adopted firstly by the Forum and then put to all residents 

before the plan is submitted for external inspection,  a public referendum and then adoption. 

 

The process for putting together the initial vision statement focuses on the key areas that the Forum has already 

be engaged with, notably issues surrounding housing, infrastructure, health/well being, environment and 

transport. At a recent meeting of ACV it was felt that feedback on each of these areas of focus – in terms of a 

specific vision – would help contribute to an overall statement. 

 

This approach is a good starting point, but it’s clear from looking at other NDPs from around the UK that while 

many communities are seeking not only to provide an overarching statement about how they would like to see 

their areas develop, others are being more proactive in actually setting objectives to see if that vision can be 

achieved by the local community. 

 

If you are interested it’s worth taking to the internet and looking at NDPs from other communities. For example, 

while Cringleford (Norwich) and Lydney (Gloucestershire) each make three big  points which cover the character 

and identity of their respective parishes, Thame in South Oxfordshire and Sprowston (also in Norwich) set out very 

definite objectives as to what they expect to see happen over the next 20 years.  Thame is particularly specific in 

saying that it wants a new community facility to hold over 200 people. 

 

Now each of the communities mentioned above is as different to each other as they are to Ashtead, but one thing 

is clear and that  that local groups, clubs and societies as well as individuals need to engage in the process if they  

are to benefit from money that becomes available in the longer term. While AVC will be writing to the numerous 

organisations that it knows about there may be some it does not, so do make sure you contact us via the website, 

particularly if you feel you can benefit over the longer term. 

 

For further information concerning the Ashtead NDP, either go to the website at:  

www.ashteadcommunityvision.org.uk or email ashteadcommunityvision@gmail.com. You can also find us on 

Facebook and Twitter @AshteadCV . 

 

John Morgan 

ACV member 

http://www.ashteadcommunityvision.org.uk/

