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ASHTEAD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (NDP) PUBLIC CONSULTATION

A

shtead Neighbourhood
Development Forum has
published its Draft
Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) covering 16
policies which aim to guide
development of the village over the
next few years.
The plan follows over two years of work
by Ashtead Community Vision (ACV) on
behalf of the Forum.
Now the Draft NDP goes out to the
public for a consultation exercise which
begins in mid January 2016 with the
publication of the full report on the
website (see address below).
This newsletter forms one of the main
communication tools for the
Consultation which will run through to
the end of February. On 6th February
residents are invited to attend an open
morning at the Ashtead Peace
Memorial Hall where they can ask
questions about the Forum’s proposals.
Once all the feedback has been
processed by ACV on behalf of the

Rural idyll - Ashtead’s Green Belt - Overlooking the ‘Pony Field’,
the Rye Brook and Ashtead Common, on a winter’s day
Forum then the Draft NDP is forwarded
to MVDC who in turn instigate a further
formal consultation. Once that
feedback has been collated then the
NDP is sent to an independent
examiner for approval.
If all goes well then it is likely that by

the end of 2016 the Examiner will tell
MVDC that it is free to organise a
Referendum in Ashtead. Then there will
be another burst of activity in advance
of the Referendum which should be
held by May 2017. The NDP is adopted
if the Referendum approves it.

Housing policies seek ‘balanced mix’ for new housing

D

emand for housing in
Ashtead is greatest for two
and three bedroomed
accommodation. The
percentage of people looking to move
into such accommodation is
significantly greater than the
proportion of current properties
available in Ashtead. Demand for
smaller homes is likely to be further
increased by an expected reduction in
the average size of households and
ongoing demand from those on the
Council’s Housing Register.
The first draft policy therefore looks at
“balancing” the housing mix. The draft
NDP suggests that new housing
developments of five or more dwellings
should conform to the following mix of
dwelling types (or as near to them as
possible): 10% should be one
bedroomed properties; 35% two

bedrooms; 35% three bedrooms; and
20% four or more bedrooms. The policy
suggests that proposals that increase
the proportion of one and twobedroom properties and reduces the
number of four or more bedroomed
properties, will be encouraged.
Smaller sites:
As far as sites where less than five new
dwellings are proposed - such as infill
sites - the policy looks for two and
three bedroom dwellings on previously
developed sites. Four plus bedroom
houses should only be built if they
existed on the site immediately prior to
development. On previously
undeveloped sites, the NDP policy
looks for provision of two and three
bedroom dwellings with just one four
or more bedroom dwelling permitted.
The draft NDP defines an ‘Ashtead

Central Area’ which covers the central
part of the village. Housing
developments on sites in this ‘Central
Area’ of Ashtead should be designed to
be accessible and adaptable dwellings
that are attractive to, and suitable for,
those seeking to downsize.
Continued bottom of page 2….

What is a Neighbourhood
Development Plan?
A Neighbourhood Development Plan
can set out the community’s overall
vision for the area and should include
overall aims for its future development.
These can relate to a wide range of
planning and regeneration matters, social, economic and environmental. The
vision and aims of the plan can then be
translated into details, policies, guidance and proposals.”

Read the full Ashtead Neighbourhood Development Plan and comment: www.ashteadcommunityvision.org.uk
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THE ECONOMY OF ASHTEAD: NEW DESIGNATION FOR BARNETT WOOD LANE?

T

he economic aims behind the
draft Ashtead NDP is fourfold:
to encourage the retention of
existing business premises and
the appropriate expansion of local firms;
protect the existing retail shopping
areas; maintain local employment
opportunities; and encourage the
provision of local care facilities.
These aims are generally adequately
supported by existing Mole Valley
District Council policies and do not need
to be amended or strengthened.
However the protection given to The
Street and Craddock’s Parade against
inappropriate development is not
currently applied to 196 - 230 Barnett
Wood Lane. So the NDP wishes to
change this. The policy therefore is to
encourage the designation of Barnett
Wood Lane shops as a ‘Local Shopping
Centre’.
Pubs:
The NDP also wants to see Ashtead’s
three public houses given additional
protection against change of use. The
protection which it seeks to extend The
Leg of Mutton and Cauliflower, The
Brewery Inn and The Woodman is in

PRIMARY CARE, FOOTPATHS
COMMUNITY FACILITIES
On infrastructure, the NDP supports the
expansion of primary care provision in
Ashtead including the change of use of
residential land or commercial premises.
It also seeks to encourage improved
footpaths where new developments are
built providing they are in keeping with
the area. The document lists 16 valued
community facilities saying that any loss
will be resisted unless it can be proved
there is no longer any demand for that
particular facility.

Barnett Wood Lane shops could be designated as ‘a local shopping centre’
addition to protection also afforded to
other community facilities within the
NDP. The plan says that any potential
loss of such valued community assets
will be “resisted”.
The Street:
At the time of drafting the NDP, the
future of the old petrol station site
remains unknown. So the Draft NDP
suggests that should plans be submitted
for a new development then it is

important that it does not dominate the
retail area which would undermine the
viability of existing shops. So the draft
NDP is proposing that any new
convenience retail store at ground floor
level should be constrained in its floor
size and that the customer entrance to
the store must be from The Street and
not from any car parking area to the
rear of the site.

Save the Date: NDP Open morning 6th February 2016
Ashtead Peace Memorial Hall

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT
On the environmental front the NDP sees school playing fields as a valuable facility
for both school and community use. Where schools seek to expand into playing
fields, it therefore suggests that lost play areas must be replaced with new sites
within Ashtead.
The NDP says that all development proposals must retain or replace existing trees
and hedges and that they take account of the character of the surrounding area.
Larger developments should include a mix of building styles appropriate to their
surroundings. All developments should be designed to include gardens and green
space that maintain or enhance the character of the local area.

Housing mix—Continued from Page 1
Visually Integrated:
The draft NDP suggests that housing
developments should be visually
integrated with their surroundings and
designed to reflect the character of the
local area and street scene.
Car parking:
The draft NDP suggests that off street
parking should be provided for new
residential developments and it puts
forward a formula for how many car park
spaces should be made available in such
circumstances. One and two-bedroomed

flats should have one space or more per
unit; and three or more bed dwellings
should have two or more spaces per
unit.
Housing developments of 10 or more
dwellings should have a minimum of 20%
car parking spaces allocated for visitors.
The policy says that consideration will be
given to a reduction in the requirements
if it can be demonstrated that the
management of space allocation through
schemes such as residential permits,
organised rental arrangements for the
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use of on-site car sharing, justifies the
reduction.
Land at Murreys Court:
Land at Murreys Court has long been
identified by MVDC as having potential
for building new homes. However, the
site has never been made available.
Should the site become available then
the NDP would like to see a new public
footpath that links it to the existing
footpath between Agates Lane and
Skinners Lane, which in turn links the
area to The Street.

