Newsletter - Spring 2015

Ashtead Neighbourhood Forum

Ashtead Community Vision – working towards a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP)
Web: www.ashteadcommunityvision.org.uk

Email: ashteadcommunityvision@gmail.com

SPORTS FACILITY SHORTAGE SAYS ASHTEAD ENVIRONMENT REPORT

A

shtead Community Vision
(ACV) has produced four
reports as backing evidence
for the Ashtead
Neighbourhood Development Plan
(NDP).
Since the Housing Report was
submitted by ACV to the Ashtead
Neighbourhood Forum earlier this year,
three other reports have been
published covering the Environment,
Economy and Transport.
The largest report – on environment reaches a number of conclusions
including the fact that there are
insufficient playing areas for sport
within Ashtead and there is a lack of
provision for children and young
people. It says that various sports clubs
are endeavouring to cope by using local
school sports facilities as well as
facilities outside the village.
The report therefore concludes that

One Ashtead resident considers his options!
sports areas attached to schools
needed to be safeguarded because
they not only benefit those individual
schools but the whole community. It
Cont’d overleaf...

Economy report highlights care facilities

T

he Economy report focuses on
four principal themes –
retaining local business
premises; protecting shopping
areas; maintaining local employment
opportunities; and encouraging local
care facilities.
The drivers for change on the business
infrastructure come from the escalating
cost of housing; an ageing population
which requires greater care provision
and the pressure on local shopping
more generally—due to the growth of
the internet.
The report highlights the fact that
existing office and other business
provision is under threat from housing.
It notes that over the last two years
nearly 10,000 sq metres of office space
have been approved for conversion to
residential occupation – a trend which it
believes should be resisted.
The report notes the two principal retail

Ashtead’s environment in
numbers
4.47 sq miles – Size of village
14,169 - Population
40 – Listed Buildings
3 – Conservation Areas
4 – Residential areas of Special Character
1 – Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
1 – Local Nature Reserve
350 – Plant species on the Common
378 – Plant species in Ashtead Park
1,000 year-old local boundaries
5,018—volunteer hours spent on The
Common
571 acres – size of Ashtead Common
205,960 people – visit the Common
3,000 Trees – planted on Rye Meadows
46 Acres – size of Rye Meadows
6 — areas of Strategic Open Space
600 people – members of Ashtead FC
33 teams – Ashtead FC
3 pitches – Ashtead FC
17 Teams – Ashtead Cricket Club
130 members – Ashtead Bowling Club
100 members – All-Starts Jnr Netball Club
2—children’s playgrounds
88—allotment plots

areas within Ashtead in The Street and
Craddocks Parade. But it also highlights
the small group of shops around Barnett
Wood Lane which does not have similar
status with MVDC as the two other
shopping areas.
The report recognises the general view
that The Street would benefit from a
larger store (on what has become
known as the ‘Tesco site’) to draw in
more custom generally. However, any
development would need to be
appropriate and integrated into the
current street scene with access made
available from The Street itself.
The Economy report also highlights the
issue of an ageing population with the
number of over 75-year-olds rising from
1605 in 2011 to an estimated 2,984 in
2026. This suggests the number and size
N.B. All the above numbers represent the
of care provision needs to increase
most recent figures and, where
considerably.
appropriate, on given on an annual basis.

notes that Ashtead’s residents are
passionate about keeping the green belt
wherever possible while recognising the
valuable work undertaken by
professionals and volunteers to help
improve and preserve green spaces
surrounding and within Ashtead.
Ashtead Football Club – the largest

club is physically unable to host all their
teams within Ashtead.”
The report also recognises the
importance of the heritage and historical
features, buildings and environment and
seeks to protect them from intensive
development. It identifies and recognises
their special features and qualities and

and allotments.
The Environment report goes into detail
about the landscape of Ashtead and the
biodiversity of its Green Belt areas. It
points out that Ashtead Common is a
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
with ancient pollarded oaks; nationally
rare and endangered beetles and
bracket fungi and lichens unknown
elsewhere in the region. It notes that the
Rye Brook area is being developed as a
wildlife area and will be open to the
public. Farmland around the southern
boundary of the village has boundaries
laced with woody plant and trees which
suggest they are probably around a
thousand years old.
The Environment and other reports will
be made available on the ACV website at
ashteadcommunityvision.org.uk.

A stark reality—Ashtead Football Club: not enough room at the inn?

sports organisation within Ashtead – is
singled out for special mention as this
highly successful organisation is running
out of space to accommodate local need
within the boundaries of Ashtead. The
report notes: “….despite using every
possible playing area in the village the

the contribution heritage and historical
features make to the character of the
area.
The Environment report also recognises
that there is a shortage of play space for
children as well as amenity green space

An area of environmental concern raised
within the Environment report is that of
air quality which has been monitored for
some while at Green Lane (off Ermyn
Way). It was felt that while this
monitoring should continue it should be
extended to cover other areas within
Ashtead such as Grange Road/Ermyn
Way crossroads which suffers from high
volumes of traffic.

Transport Report - reduce congestion, support buses, cyclists and footpaths.

G

iven the maturity of Ashtead
and the limited opportunities
for new development, the
Transport report focuses on
potential incremental changes which are
aimed at making getting in, out and
around Ashtead more effective.
To this end, it concludes that the NDP
should focus on alleviating the worst
areas of traffic congestion – so reducing
carbon emissions. It also suggests that
the community should work towards a
more reliable bus service and one that is
boosted by real time bus location
information at key bus stops in the
village.
Cyclists too are considered, particularly
the need to address safety
improvements such as the crossing point
at Grange Road as well as more broadly
along Craddocks Avenue. It is felt that
dual use of footpaths for pedestrians and
cyclists could be encouraged providing

Commuter Village: Ashtead’s link to Waterloo, Victoria and London Bridge

signage is introduced. It’s also noted that link newly developed areas via footpaths
cycle racks are in short supply in
to other established access points.
shopping areas and other meeting
Contact ACV on Social media:
venues.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
One suggestion more directly related to
pages/Ashtead-Community-Vision/
new housing development is the
Twitter: https://twitter.com/AcvComms
encouragement, wherever possible, to
Website: ashteadcommunityvision.org.uk
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