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Neighbourhood Planning

The purpose of these slides is to provide a brief introduction and overview of
Neighbourhood Planning – what it is about and the processes involved.
The information provided is based on the initial Bill as published in December
2010 and the Report published by the House of Commons in May 2011 which
included a number of proposed amendments to the Bill. As the Bill is still passing
through Parliament, there may be additional changes which have not be reflected
in these slides.
If you have any questions or require any further information please contact the
Planning Policy Team via the contact details shown at the end of these slides.

Defining the Key Terms

Localism

Is the ethos…
Doing everything at the lowest possible level and only
involving central Government if absolutely necessary.

Decentralisation

Is what the Government will have to do…
Giving power to individuals, professionals,
communities and local institutions.

Big Society

Is what the Government is trying to achieve…
A society where people, neighbourhoods and
communities have more power and responsibility and
use it to create better and services and outcomes.

The Government’s Vision:
Freedom, Fairness and Responsibility
•

fundamental change in the relationship between citizens
and the state.

•

individuals and communities have more power and
responsibility.

•

freedom from top-down controls.

•

extending transparency to every area of public life.

•

a National Planning Framework will replace the existing
Planning Policy Statements (PPSs) and Guidance Notes
(PPGs).

•

the abolition of Regional Plans i.e. the South East Plan.

•

the introduction of a new tier of spatial plans –
Neighbourhood Development Plans.

The Government’s Vision:
Neighbourhood Planning
The Government’s Aim:
•

empower local communities to do things their way.

therefore…
•

introduces a new tier of planning: Neighbourhood
Development Plans.

•

inspire innovation and creativity.

•

explores ways of enabling communities to deliver their
development needs.

•

community led, not Council led.

•

light-touch process.

•

part of the Local Development Framework

Neighbourhood Planning Tools

1.

Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDP)

2.

Neighbourhood Development Orders (NDO)

3.

Community Right to Build (CrTB)

Neighbourhood Development Plans

What is a Neighbourhood Development
Plan (NDP):
• Sets out planning policies in relation to the
development and use of land in a particular
area.
• Design Statements or Master Plans i.e.
allocating land for development (‘mini-Land
Allocations DPD’) to development
management type criteria.
• A tool to bring forward sustainable
development and growth.

Not A NIMBY Charter

“One of the principal objectives of neighbourhood planning is to increase the
rate of growth of housing and economic development in England”
(Neighbourhood Planning Impact Assessment, CLG 2011)

Neighbourhood Development Orders

What is a Neighbourhood Development
Order (NDO):
•

Defines specific developments or types of
development which will have automatic
planning permission in the neighbourhood
area without the need for planning
permission, e.g. extensions.

•

For more complex proposals outline
planning permission could be granted.

•

Major developments are excluded from
NDOs.

Community Right to Build
•

Aimed at small rural communities.

•

Enables the delivery of small-scale, site specific
development without the need for a separate planning
application.

•

Shared vision of what the community wishes to
achieve.

•

Draw up proposals for delivery – engaging with
landowners, developers, the Council and the wider
community.

•

Secure community ‘buy-in’ / referendum.

•

Submit proposal to the Council for checking it
conforms with criteria (yet to be confirmed by the
Govt).

Key Principles of Neighbourhood Planning
• Community initiated – led by the Parish
Council or a Neighbourhood Forum in nonparished areas.
• The Local Authority has a ‘duty to
cooperate’ (a partnership approach).
• The Plan must be based on evidence &
agreed through consultations with the
community.
• The Plan must be within the limits of
national/local planning policies and be
consistent and compatible with adopted
plans and EU laws.
• If found ‘sound’ at examination and
supported by the community through a
referendum it will be adopted by the Council
as part of the LDF.

Neighbourhood Forums:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

21 members.
who live and/or work in the area the plan
covers.
inclusive and representative of the
community
elected Members should be invited to
join.
established for the economic, social &
environmental well-being of the area.
have a written constitution.
will operate for 5 years from the date
designated.

Part of the Mole Valley LDF
The Existing Planning Framework

The Future Planning Framework

Planning Policy
Statements

National Planning Policy
Framework

Regional Spatial
Strategies

Core Strategy & Other
Development Plan Documents

Core Strategy & Other
Development Plan Documents

Supplementary Planning
Documents (SPDs)

Neighbourhood Plans
& SPDs

The Potential Benefits…

•

The community takes responsibility for
deciding its future.

•

The community gains a greater
understanding of the issues it faces and
the practicalities of addressing them.

•

•

•

•

The Potential Disadvantages…

•

Requires considerable
commitment/volunteers – time, energy &
staying power.

•

Inability to achieve consensus.

•

Pressure of being in the limelight and
focus of attention.

•

Frustrating if not achieving
ambitions/expectations.

•

Could be divisive – not everyone will be
content with the outcomes.

•

You will have to tackle difficult issues.

Brings the community together to tackle
the issues it faces.
Catalyst for a sense of community
achievement and pride.
Opportunity to have a direct dialogue
with landowners/developers wishing to
promote development in your area.
Part of the Mole Valley LDF.

Preparing a NDP: The Steps Involved
1. Defining the Neighbourhood Area.
2. Establish/designate a Neighbourhood Forum (if required).
Apply to the Council for ‘designation’.
3. Gather evidence and undertake consultation.
4. Local Authority Validation Check.
5. Submit a draft plan for independent examination
6. Independent examination – written representations.
7. Examiner’s Report.
8. Referendum on (modified) plan.
9. Adoption by the Local Authority.

Issues for Consideration
•

How might you identify your
neighbourhood area?

•

Who would you invite to be part of the
Neighbourhood Forum?

•

What are the key issues that the
community faces over the next 5 years?

•

Could a Neighbourhood Development
Plan help address these issues?

•

What resources are available to help you
shape the future of your community?

Further Questions

If you require any further information on Neighbourhood Planning or have
any queries, please contact the Planning Policy Team via:


Planning Policy Team
Mole Valley District Council
Pippbrook
Dorking
Surrey, RH4 1SJ


01306 879144


ldf@molevalley.gov.uk

Further Information
The Coalition: Our Programme for Government:
www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/sites/default/files/resources/coalition_programme_for_governm
ent.pdf
Open Source Planning Green Paper No. 14:
www.conservatives.com/~/media/Files/Green%20Papers/planning-green-paper.ashx
The Localism Bill:
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010-11/localism/documents.html
Decentralisation and the Localism Bill: an essential guide:
www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1793908.pdf
A plain English guide to the Localism Bill:
www.communities.gov.uk/documents/localgovernment/pdf/1793908.pdf

